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SÈRIE 3
Part Escrita
Internet Revives Ancient Skills of Geisha Girls (pauta correcció)
PART ONE: READING COMPREHENSION
Choose the best answer. Only one answer is correct.
[0,5 points each correct answer.] [Wrong answers will be penalized (-0,16)]
1. Trainee geishas are named...
a) maiko.
b) geiko.
c) okiya.
d) futon.
2. Geisha houses were also known as...
a) a willow world.
b) a new lease of life.
c) teahouses.
d) Ichi (number “one” in Japanese).
3. According to the text, geisha houses used to be the home for...
a) stepdaughters.
b) poor girls.
c) over 1,000 flourishing newcomers.
d) 18-year-old riverside women.
4. The training of a geisha girl does not include...
a) making up their own kimonos.
b) learning some English.
c) playing traditional instruments.
d) mastering dancing and singing.
5. For a geisha girl witty conversation is...
a) only possible with foreign guests.
b) a hard job that demands less than five years of studying.
c) a qualification when applying for the job.
d) an art.
6. How long can a geisha’s working day be?
a) six hours
b) from morning till 6 p.m.
c) all day from morning to midnight.
d) about eight long hours.
7. Today you can find geisha houses...
a) in Tokyo only.
b) in Kyoto.
c) in worldwide web logs and websites.
d) only in summer.
8. Modern geisha girls seem to enjoy a pretty good life because...
a) it’s more exciting than working in a company.
b) it’s part of the trend of online jobs, which are poorly paid.
c) they can spend all the money they make on shochu.
d) they all want to become movie stars.
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Part Oral
Meeting an old friend
In the following conversation you are going to hear some new words. Read and listen to them. Make
sure you know what they mean
Sushi joint: restaurant de sushi / restaurante de sushi
To call it quits: acabar una relació / acabar una relación
Fooling around: festejar / tontear
Stubborn: tossut / tozudo
Gig: actuació musical / actuación musical
Commitment: compromís / compromiso
Ready?
Now read the questions on the following page. Read them carefully before listening to the
conversation.
___________________________________________________________________________
Brad and Gwen went to college together. That was three years ago. Today, they have accidentally run
into each other in the subway. They decide to go have lunch together to talk about old times and catch
up with their lives.
[Now listen to the conversation]
[in the subway]
Brad:

Gwen? Gwen Williams?

Gwen:

Oh, my God! Brad!! How are you? It's been what, 3 years since we last saw each other?

Brad:

Yeah, three years, since graduation!! How are you? It's great to see you, you look
wonderful!!

Gwen:

Thanks! You do too!! Wow, what a coincidence!! What are you doing in New York City?

Brad:

I live here now. I moved here about a year ago. I'm sharing an apartment with a friend in the
lower East side? What about you? Still living in Queens with your family?

Gwen:

Actually, no. My parents moved to Florida last year and sold the house. I moved to
Manhattan and I've been living in the West Side since then.

Brad:

I can't believe we're both living in New York and we didn't know! Listen, are you busy? Do
you want to go get some lunch? I have a couple of hours before I have to go back to work
and I'd love to talk to you, you know, about old times in college, and also find out more about
your life in the city.

Gwen

Sure, that sounds good! Actually, I know a great sushi joint just a couple of stops from here.
Would that be ok with you?

Brad:

Perfect! I love sushi and I haven't had any in a few weeks. Let's go!

[at the sushi restaurant]
Gwen:

So, tell me, what have you been doing since you got out of college? Did you ever go on that
trip to Africa that you always talked about?
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Brad:

Yes, I did. As a matter of fact, I spent over six months in Nigeria. I joined an organization that
helps orphan children in small villages. We helped build new schools and houses, we
showed the kids how to read and write, and we made sure that they stayed away from street
gangs and things like drugs and alcohol. It was hard work but it felt really good to be able to
help others. What about you? Did you go straight to work after college?

Gwen:

I did, actually. I got a junior position with my dad's law firm. It was great at the beginning,
because I started making money right away, but now, three years later, I think I regret not
having taken some time off to travel or do other things like you did.

Brad:

And what about Jason? Are you two still together? I know you were even talking about
getting married back then.

Gwen:

Actually, that didn't last very long. Jason got a job offer in Chicago and he moved there. We
still saw each other occasionally after that, but you know what long-distance relationships are
like, it's just too complicated, so we decided to call it quits after a few months. But we are still
good friends and we talk on the phone once in a while. He's a successful doctor and he's
planning to start his own practice. What about you? Are you seeing anybody?

Brad:

Well, you know... this roommate of mine, we've been fooling around for a while now but it's
nothing serious. I don't think I'm ready for any kind of commitment at the moment. I'm just
trying to concentrate on my job and enjoy the city.

Gwen:

So you go out much? I remember you used to like music a lot. Where do you hang out?

Brad:

Well, I've actually been doing some deejaying at this really tiny club in the East Village. I got
into it about a year ago and I really enjoy it.

Gwen:

That's great!! What kind of music do you play?

Brad:

Mostly dance, you know, house, drum and bass, trance, depends on the day. I also play
some lounge, which is what I really enjoy. But I can only do that on slow nights, not on
weekends. You should come over some day it's a lot of fun.

Gwen:

I will, definitely. Did you know that my little sister Michele finally got her band together? It's
amazing! My parents were totally against it but you know how stubborn she is.

Brad:

Really? That's great. What's the name of the band? What kind of music do they play?

Gwen:

Well, you're not going to believe this! They do punk rock and the name of the band is 'The
Blister Sisters'!!!

Brad: [laughs]
Gwen:

Yeah!! But the best thing is that they've been getting some gigs in the local bars around New
Jersey and people actually like them!!

Brad:

How funny!! That's outrageous!! I'm so glad for your sister. Talk about pursuing your
dreams!!

Gwen:

Yes, you're right. Sometimes I even feel jealous of her. She's doing what she really likes and
she's really happy.

Brad:

Well, you sound like you're not too happy with your life at the moment. Maybe you need a
change. Do you have any plans for the summer?
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Gwen:

Not really. I was just planning to go visit my parents in Florida for a few days and then just
hang out in the city. What about you?

Brad:

Well, I have a proposition for you!! I was planning to go to New Orleans and do volunteer
work for a support organization there. A friend of mine is putting together a music and theater
group with some of the children that were affected by hurricane Katrina. It would be great to
work with kids again and I'm sure you'd enjoy the change from your law firm.

Gwen:

Well, it sounds like a great idea!! As long as we don't have to do any punk rock…

Brad:

I promise we won't.
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Claus de correcció
Meeting an old friend (pauta de correcció)
1. Gwen has been living in Manhattan since…
• her parents sold the house in the West Side.
• her parents sold the house and moved to Florida.
• her parents moved to the West Side of Florida.
• her parents moved to Queens from Florida.
2. While he was in Nigeria, Brad…
• joined a street gang.
• built an organization that worked with orphan children.
• stayed away from new schools and houses.
• collaborated with an organization that built new schools.
3. What is Gwen's relationship with Jason like?
• It is based on long-distance phone calls.
• It is complicated because he only calls every few months.
• They are good friends and they call each other occasionally.
• She visits his medical practice in Chicago once in a while.
4. Is Brad seeing anybody at the moment?
• Not seriously, he's not ready for a commitment.
• Yes, the fool who lives in his apartment.
• No, because he's a fool to concentrate on his job.
• Yes, he's seeing somebody that he works with.
5. Brad can only play lounge music…
• when he's feeling slow.
• when there aren't many people in the club.
• on weekends.
• when he's enjoying the weekend.
6. Michele finally got her band together…
• because her parents thought it was amazing.
• even though her parents wanted her to play with her sister.
• in spite of her parents' opposition.
• but they are not being very successful.
7. What is Gwen planning to do next summer?
• She's planning to move to Florida with her parents.
• She'll spend most of the time in the city after a short visit to Florida.
• She will spend the whole summer in Florida with her parents.
• She'll stay in the city the whole summer.
8. Brad is going to New Orleans…
• in order to join a punk rock band.
• because he was affected by hurricane Katrina.
• to visit his friend Katrina.
• to help the children who suffered the impact of hurricane Katrina.
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